THE    NAZIS    AT    WAR
should say that the German soldier can bear boredom
easier than his British or French opponent. By tempera-
ment the German is unimaginative and he hardly misses
the lack of excitement. No other soldier is satisfied with so
little entertainment as the German.
For years he has been deprived of ordinary everyday
pleasures of life at home which are a feature of an English
or French boy's life. He is mentally militarised to the
verge of stupidity. Although news from the home front is
carefully censored, and he does not realise all the diffi-
culties under which his friends and his relatives at home
live, he knows from experience that the soldier in Germany
has a better life than the members of most other pro-
fessions.
So long as he gets enough to eat, he will do his job and
obey his orders. The artificial superiority complex with
which a militarist country like Germany imbues her
soldiers, makes him feel ashamed of weakness more than
any other man would ordinarily be.
The Nazis, however, provide for the possibility of
weakness overcoming German soldiers in spite of every-
thing, and direct a stream of encouraging propaganda
towards the trenches. The "Schwarze Korps" deals
with this problem, for instance, and writes:
"It is the duty of the German soldier never to lose
confidence. The possibility that a touch of weakness
might overcome him now and then is no reason why he
should take the dangerous view that he will be unable
to maintain himself in battle. The chief thing is to suppress
the 'inner yellow streak' (den inneren Schweinehund)
at the right moment. ..."
Everything is done to help the German soldier to
suppress that "inner yellow streak". The army leaders
look after him much better than Hitler looks after his